8 I & 
— 4 \ 


- - * — 


„ 1 N 5 8 * . 
1 = * * 8 2 
N 0 * — 

* „ 4 

%.4 4%. 6 


* 3 


1TY, ſo denominated 


PA BF ops vn 2 A 
: p ! 
, | 
. * 12 
—. 


7 


is, 


* * 3 
* 9 


woes | 


_—_ 
=—Y 2 + 
"4 . 
* 
— * & 
: 4 


; 


r 


" 
- 


- - * 
* % * 
: 1 4 1 
— * bs PS. 
- 4 * * 7 
, * 9 
» * _—— 
a 
4 WW PIT 4 
wee . 2 
58 — 
F „ 9 
* 4, * 9 
5 . * 0 4 
2 p o : 
"= 4 4 * , * 
* + ' oo " ” 7 4 
3 * re 
, ; ”— N 5 4 
2 2 8 7 
, . 
” * 
* 4 
a »# * > 
. " 4 
” 


* * 
5 * 
4 — 


\ q +4 
S 


: 
v 
. 
* 
„ 
r 
— —ͤ—ä—ñ — 


> 


$4 d 7 0”; 0 
© 9 4 - * — x 
4 i 5 2 2 . «33 

2 
£4 


THE 


Oxford V Methodiſts ; 4 


Being ſome Ae of a 


Society of Young Genelemen 0 


IN 
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en ert ere de ow 
anſwer'd you, wherein you in- 
cloſed Fog's Journal of the gth of 
December laſt, and deſir d me 1 
form myſelf, and you, of the Motives, Preten- 
Fons, and Actions of the Society of young Gentle- 
men, there ſtyled MreTroDisTs. As I was 
intirely and intbd with any of them when you 
made me this Requeſt, it muſt needs, you Il allo 
take up Time, 75 throughly to make one's fait 
Maſter of this Affair, as to be able to anſwer the 
Deſire of ſo good a Friend, and ſo ſincere a Man, 
2 without Flattery, I may ſay you are out i 
5 B 


—— — 2— > mn 


5 
en — — 
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we eu thay i intirely deperic ion + ie Keul 1 
ſhould render you, and pres your ſelf with 
regard to the Diſpoſition « you intend to make of 
hs excellent yo Man your Sb | x 


= PEI Ls Wisdt not be Ne or give you a 

| a a haſty or raſh Account of the Practices or Way 
TE Life of this Society, and as I have much Time 
| upon my Hands, I took the following Method. 
A I Fniſde a Viſit to an intimate Friend of C—= | 

=} N and he brought me acquainted with two = 
3 three Gentlemen of M,, who gave me a 
Wd) very diſmal Account of the Society, and made me 
Eq}. - believe, at the beſt, that the Gentlemen who con- 
5 ſtituted it, were miſerable Enthuſiaſts, and Zealots; 3 
3 and H found every one almoſt with whom I diſ- 
x] courſed on this Subject, ſtrongly prejudic'd againſt 
* : | them. 3 after all, T J not hear the leaſt 
Slug caſt upon the ls of the young Gentle- 
bane, DOME Ta as the be Now tcer- Writer in F 'g lays to 
* eir Charge, That they pretended to, be more 
* 0 religious than their Neighbours; that they put 
8 a gloomy and melancholy Face upon Religion, 
=O. and affected greater Auſterities and Exemplari- 
WH | | _ neſs,,qban; the Poctrines of the Goſpel requir a; 
8 and chat ſome call'd them in Deriſion, De wh 
|! oriThe Godly Ob, others The Sacrametifariants, 
oF Sic. But, as I (aid, chat very few cal in Que 5a 
Waker heir Merals or r. e 


1 | "pn I IFYY Ker 211400 

. A Ry Haig 4 had beard all that ng be fad 

4 in them by their Enemies, 1 chought it was 
bat fair, to enquire; of their Eriends what could 
de id „er them: But, alas! ſo ſtrong were th 
. judices againſt them, and ſo general, that 1 
1 found it no eaſy; Matter to meet with any one | 

"2 28k —.— own the Name: ——+— Whrrenno k / | 


peading upon By Character which their Enemies 9 
Fon | eſs po 


-ave them, op Probiry 22 . 1 mada my 
acquainted with one of the Gentlemen, a 
5 open d my Mind to him, and deſir d him 
to inform me af 4 3 Moxives and 990 


1445 


7 N 408 — End of he Year 1929, three. * 
four ſerious young Gentlemen agreed to paſs cer- 
tain Evenings in every. Week together, in order 
to read andabſerve upon the Claſſicks, and on 

| Sunday i upon ſome Book. of Devotion. The fol- 
lowing Summer one of theſe Gentlemen having 
called at the Gaol out of Curioſity to ſee a Man 
condemn d for killing his Wife, told his Com- 
| daten that from — Talk he had had with one 
91 the Debtors there, he verily. believed it 7 
4 much Good, if a ſober Perſon would now and 
then take the Trouble to talk to them. That 
upon his preſſing the Matter, two of his Com- 
panions walk d — with him to the Caſtle, and 
Fd were all ſo well ſatisfy d with their Conver- 
 farion there, that ghep agreed to go thither once 
or twice a Week. The Gentleman who propoſed 
this (who it ſeems is fince dead) foon after defir'd 
one of his 8 to accompany him in a Viſit to 
A Poor Woman in the Town, who was taken 
F And 19255 their Advice well receiv d, this 
W's them now 86 then to pa an Hour in 
r Viſits. to poor People, who wers 
: But Jeſt Offence ſhould Hh given to 
5 9 3 


* * 


9 


[4 3; 


the Miniſter of the Pariſh where ſuch poor People 


iv'd, they thought it neceſſary always to apply 

to ſuch Miniſter for his Conſent and Approba- 
tion; and furthermore they apply'd to the Gentle- 
man who had the Care of ſuch of the Priſoners as 


were under Sentence of Condemnation, and who 
was Chaplain to the Lord Bp. of Oxford, for his 


Approbation of their Viſirs to the Priſoners, and 
of one of the Gentlemens Deſign of preaching to 


the Priſoners, once a Month, if his Lordſhip ap- 


prov'd of it. The Gentleman, for his on Part, 


 approv'd the Deſign, and undertook that the 
- Biſhop would do the ſame; and ſoon after ſigni- 
fyid his Lordſhip's Permiſſion, and great Satiſ- 
faction in the Undertaking, and hearty Wiſhes 
for the good Succeſs of it. 


Tux Gentleman aſſur'd me, That they were 
0 diffident of themſelves, eſpecially when theß 
found a Spirit of contemptuous Raillery ſtirr'd W 
againſt them on theſe Occaſions, that they took 

Advice from time to time of a worthy and venera- 


ble Gentleman, a near Relation of one of them, 


- who had much Knowledge anꝗ Experience of the 
World, and, that they might have nothing to 
upon his Advice; and upon the Encouragement 
he gave them, they were determin d at all Events, 
to perſevere in the laudable Courſe they had be- 


zun. He was ſo kind to ſhew me his Friend's 
encouraging Epiſtles, and oblig'd me with a 


Triterſpr ol fone Paſſages, which T was the 
more pleaſed with, as it gave me not only a Te- 


ſiwony of the becoming Modeſty of the Gentle” | 


: 


wen ro Tubmit themſelyes to the Opinion of a 
-" Perſon of Years and Diſcretion, (which took off 
ftom them the Iimnputation of Conceit and Self. 
P pioion) ; but as it gave me a high Notion of the, 
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Piety and good Senſe of the venerable 1 
1 will give you, Sir, the Tranſcripts as; I took 
them. You'll find by the firſt, that the young 
Gentlemen had modeſt ly intimated their Appre» 
henſions of making Enemies to themſelves by the 
Courſe they had enter d upon 30 1 old Send 
man ſays, * . tk 
«lam afraid, leſt dis main Objedtion you make ? 
6 your going on in the Buſineſs with the 
Priſoners, may ſecretly proceed from Fleſh and 
Blood ; for who can harm you, if you are Fol- 
lowers of that which is ſo good? And which 
will be one of the Marks by which the Shepherd 
of Iſrael will know his Sheep at the laſt Day? 
And tho' it were poſſible for you to ſuffer a 
uttle in this Cauſe, you would Have a Confeſ- | 
*© ſor's Reward. Go on then, in God's Name, 
28 4 in that Path to which your S e has directed 
| © You, and that Track wherein. I haye gone be- 
* fore you: For even when I was an Under- 
© graduate at Oxford, I viſited thoſe in the Caſtle 
© there, and can reflect on it with great-Satif- 
faction to this Day — Walk as prudeniiyj as 
you can, tho not Harfully, Aa a Heart and 
Prayers are with you. 


* A 22 
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„ Joux firſt regular go, is to 7 79 
him (if any ſuch there be) who has a Juriſ- | 
dition. over the Priſoners ; and the. next: 2 


| to obtain the e and A Pons 
2 I lag T - | 
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8. 
* Care to ſubdue by Faſting and Prayer) there 
Vill be no more for you to do, but to proceed 
ſteadily in the ſame Courſe, and expect the 


* 


Crown which fades not away.” 


Ay to the young Gentlemens Repreſentation 
of the uncharitable Cenſures and Raillery to which 
they had expoſed themſelves, the venerable Old 
Man thus writes : 1 © 
„ Txxs Evening, in our Courſe of Reading, 
N thought I found an Anſwer to yours, that 
' © would be more proper, than any I my ſelf could 
dictate: Tho* fince it will not be eaſily tranſ- 
& lated, I chuſe to ſend it in the Original; ann 
- (7 Keavyois e u MY Hνjv TI Taeguhilg * 9 *@ 
u be? 
P 


_— YR N 
© Mortal can ariſe to a greater State of Fer- 


4 1 


1 
11141 


Br never weary of well- doing. Never look 
i pack; for you know that the Prize and the 


bf © Crown are before you! Tho” I can ſcarce 
1 think ſo meaply of you, as that you would be 
2 ©. dourag'd with the Cracking of f horns under 
— . "& t i 


u Pot. Be not bigh-minded ; , Preſerve 
an equal Temper of Fond under whatever 
Treatment you meet. with from a not yery 

| = Juſt or well-natur d World. Bear no more 00 2 


Leg 


0 
„ 


16 
© than is neceſſary; but ſteer eddy. The lefs 
“ you value your ſelves for theſe Unfaſhionable 
Es oo 
< gupererogation) the more all good and wiſe 
* Men will value you, if they ſee your Actions are 
of a Piece: Or, what is infinitely better, HE by 
* whom Actions and Intentions are weigh'd, will 
© both accept, eſteem, and reward you. | 


Tears, Sir, you'll own, is a noble Strain of 
Piety, that favours of the Primitive Pattern, If 
the Wiſe. ones of the World account this Enthu- 
ſiaſm, let me,, I pray God, at my laſt Hour, have 
no worſe Reflexion to make upon my paſt Life 
and Actions, than will naturally reſult from having 
been guilty of ſuch Enthuſiaſm as this! How ] ʒ 
happy are theſe Sacramentariaus, theſe Methodiſts, 
theſe Entbuſiaſts, as their Enemies call them, to 
have ſo very excellent a Director! And how 
much are they to be commended for ſubmitting 
their Conduct and Deſigns to ſo ' pious and expe» 
rienc'd a Judge! 1 8 bo. 


VUxo theſe Encouragements, the young Gentle- 
men continued to meet together; and the better 
to confirm themſelves in the good Courſe they had 
begun, they thought it requiſite to Communicate 
as often as they had Opportunity; which at 
Oxford is once a Week; and hence their II- willers 
gave them the Name of Sacramentarians. They 
continued their Services to the poor Priſoners; 
viſited ſuch of their Acquaintance as were fick, 


and ſeveral] poor Families beſides in Town, and 


3 


made Collections from the Well-diſpoſed, and 
among one another, to procure Phyſick, and other 

FReließ to the Bodily Neceffities, as by their beſt 

Advice and Prayers they did to the Spiritual 
Wants, where needed; and abridg d themſelves of 
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ſotne Diverſions and Pleaſures; in order to enable 


them to ſupport the Expence which attended this 
good Courie; and not, as the Gentleman aſſur'd 
me, from any melancholy Habit, or Gloomineſs 
of Diſpolition, which this Method had brought 
them into: For, as he declar d, Religion is a chear- 


ful Thing, and the Satisfactions they reaped from 


the Senſe of having perform d what they took to 


be their Duty, however imperfectly, were greater, 
and of a higher Nature, than any they had ever 


before experience d. And this, Sir, no one can 
better account for than your ſelf, whoſe Life 
has been ſo eminently ſpent in a regular Courſe 
of doing good to all within the Compaſs of your 


Turkr are Three Points to which theſe 


Gentlemen think themſel ves oblig'd to adhere, and 


their Practice of which, has brought upon them 


the Reproaches of all ſuch who have been wrought 
upon, by more relaxed Principles, or by Miſrepre- 


ſentations of the Views and Actions of this little 
Society; for a large one I doubt, conſidering the 


Oppoſition they meet with, and the Depravity of 


the Age, there is little Room to expect or hope it 
will ever be. RIES AP 5 


the Priſoners and the Sick, and giving away 
Bibles, Common - Prayer Books, and the Whole 


Duty of Man, where they find they will be well 
receivd, and explaining the Neceſſity and Uſe- 
fulneſs of thoſe Holy Books at all Opportunities, 


to thoſe to whom they give them; and to the 


Children of poor Families, they give and explain 

the Catechiſm, &c. and now and then for their 
Encouragement drop a Shilling, or ſo, where they 
think it needful and acceptable. 


- 


E 


Ax p, zdly, in order to corroborate and 
ſtrengthen theſe good Diſpoſitions in themſelves, 
they find great Comfort and Uſe, in taking the 
Opportunities which the Place gives them, as 1 
intimated before, of a Weekly Communion. 


 Anv, 3dly, They obſerve ſtrictly the Faſts of 
the Church: And this has given Occaſion to ſuch 
as do not approve of them, abuſively to call them 
Supererogation- Men. 


Oss ERvINe the Gentleman I talked with, and 
got theſe Lights from, to be a very modeſt and 
ingenuous Man, I threw in his Way two or three 
Objections to the Method they were in, in reſpect 
to the Singularity of the Thing, and wiſh'd their 
Zeal were not too warm and active, &c. But I 
found he was very well prepar'd to give ſolid 
Anſwers to what I faid, and ſuch as ſhew'd that 
their Notions and Principles were better conſider d 
and digeſted, than their Ill - willers generally. 
imagine them to be. 5 e 


Hr ſaid, They did not coriceive that they did any 
thing that was not requir d of them by the Duties of 
the Chriſtian Religion: That the general Diſuſe of 
a Duty, could not by any Means excuſe the Ne- 
glect of it. That twas true, they met with too 
many Diſcouragements, and more than they could 
have apprehended from the Difintereſtedneſs of 
their Deſigns, and he enumerated ſome of them, 
from ſeveral Men of Wit in Chr. Ch. and M—n;, 
and that even ſome Gentlemen, noted for Learn- 
ing; and in eminent Stations of Life, had de- 

ended to forcible Arguments and Menaces, to 
| Jome of their Members, and had even influenc'd | 


one or two of them, which had been great Matter 
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of Triumph to their gay Opponents: Ang even 


that a Meeting of the Officers and Seniors of a 
certain College had been held to put a Stop to the 
Progreſs of Enthuſiaſm in it, as they called it; 
and that it was given out thereupon, that the 
Godly Club was to be blown up : That all theſe 
Diſcouragements, however, had not at all diſ- 
hearten'd the reſt, and they were no otherwiſe 


concerned, than as theſe Rubs and Contumelies 


lefſen'd the Influences of their good Deſign, think- 
ing it, as he ſaid, a fmall Matter to be judged by 
Man's Judgment: That as they conceived the 
Obſervation of theſe Points was their Duty, and 
requir'd at their Hands, they thought they ought 
by no Means to diſpenſe with them; but that to 
ſuch as were not of the ſame Opinion, and could 
not be preyail'd upon to think as they did, they 


| preſerved all manner of Charity: Thar they ap- 


pealed to the Law and to the "Teſtimony, by 
Which-he conceived they ought to be judged; and 
that if by them they could be proved in an Error, 
they would willingly retra& it; but if not, that 
they had not ſo learn'd Chriſt, as to renonnce 
any Part of his Service, tho' Men ſhould. fay all 
manner of Evil againſt them, and that with more 


Induſtry, and -as little 'Truth, as they have 
| hitherro dene: That if the Neglect of known 


Duties were to be the Condition of ſecuring their 
eputation, fare-it-well; they thought there was 
no Choice in ſo unequal a Competition.” 


Bor, however, he own'd, that they were not 
altogether ſo infenfible as to be wholly unaffected 


with the Reproiches of the World, eſpecially as 
many Reports had been given our of their Cu- 


ſtoms, Sc. which had no Foundation in Truth; 


but that they were not concern'd fo much for their 
own Sakes, as for the Obſtruction it gave to their 


good 


+19 Þ - 
good Deſign. And becauſe the Relation in which 
the Old Gentleman I mention'd, ſtood to ſome 
of them, ſhould not be thought to have made 
him partial to their Proceedings, and that they 
might not ſeem to rely too much upon their own 
Judgments, that they had laid open their Motives 
and Deſigns, and related the Diſcouragements they, - 
met with, and crav'd the Advice and Direction 
of a Clergyman as eminent for Wiſdom and Inte- 
grity, as moſt private Men in the Three King- 
domis. As the Anſwer of this worthy Gentleman, 
who is no other, than the very Reverend... . . . 
may be particularly affecting to you in the Diſpo- 
ſirion of your Son, which was ſo great a Motive 
ro you to put me upon this Enquiry, I obtain'd a 
Copy of it, which is as follows, viz. | 
J 
MA pretty while after the Date, yours came to 
my Hands. I wav'd my Anſwer till I had an 
Opportunity of conſulting , . . . . who, upon 
* alt Accounts, is a more Progr Judge of the 
Affair than I am: But I could never yet find a 


**. fix Occaſion for it. 


As to my own Senſe of the Matter, I confeſs 
I cannot but heartily approve that ſerious and 
© Religious Turn of Mind, which prompts you 
and your Aſſociates to thoſe Pious and Chari- 
© table Offices: and can have no Notion of that 
„Man's Senſe of Religion, or Concern for the 
Honour of the Univerſity, that oppoſes you, 
ſo far as your Deſign reſpects the Colleges. 1 
* ſhould be loth to ſend a Son of mine into any 
* Seminary, where his converſing with virtuous 
young Men, whoſe profeſs d Deſign of meeting 
together, at proper Times, was to aſſiſt each 
other in forming good Reſolutions, and en- 
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C12] 
ﬆ& couraging one another to execute them with 
8e Conſtancy ; and Steadineſs, was inconſiſtent with 


t any receiv d Maxims, or Rules of Life among ä 
* the Members. 


e As to the other Branches of your Deſign; 
as the Town is divided into Pariſhes, each 'of 
which has its proper Incumbent ; and as there 
is probably an Eccleſiaſtic who has the Charge 
of the Priſoners, Prudence may direct you to 
_ conſult them: For tho I dare not fay you 
would be too officious, ſhould you of your own 
meer Motion ſeek out the Perſons that want 
your Inſtructions, or charitable Contributions; 
yet ſhould you have the Concurrence of their 
proper Paſtor, thoſe good Offices would. be 
more regula, and leſs liable to Cenfure,” Fr 


I was agreeably ſurpriz PA at the Circum- 
4 5 where with theſe young Gentlemen had 
proceeded, in this Affair, and was the more 
pleaſed with their Deſign as I found it a deli- 
berate Thing, and not the raſh Effect of intem- 
PO Zeal, "Youthful Fire, or Self-Conceit, which 

ght have puſh'd ſome Perſons on to purſue 


| 155 Methods upon falſe or inconſiderate Motives. 


nd the young Gentleman acquainted me, That 
hat had made them think: it more neceſſary. to 


5 ſubmit to the Advice of ſuch as they had Reaſon 
| Fo think much wiſer than themielyes, was, the- 


nger- that a worthy Gentleman conceiv'd at his 
Son, who was the chief Promoter of their Deſign, 


5 who had wit to him in the following Terms 


Jou cann't conceive what a Noiſe that Ridi- 
ee gulous Society, that you have engag d in, has 


*© made here. Beſides the Particulars of the grear- 
| : Follies of it at Oxford, which to my great Con- 

42 £877; ; haye often heard e it ene 
ee ſenſible 


Tu 
c“ ſenſible Trouble to hear that you were noted 
& for going into the Villages about Holt, entring 
“into poor Peoples Houſes, calling their Chil- 
„ dren together, teaching them their Prayers and 
_* Catechiſm, and giving them a Shilling at your 
. Departed? iliac! far $5.4 


\ Ov Society, ſaid the young Gentleman, might 
eaſily have borne. the Reproach of being ac- 
counted Ridiculous for a Practice ſo laudable and 
inoffenſive as this, had it not been the Sentiment 
of a worthy Gentleman who was the Father of a 
Perſon greatly reſpected by us both for his own, 
and his Son's ſake :. But it behovd us, continued 
he, to proceed in the moſt wary and prudent 
Manner, when, join'd to an Authority ſo vener- 
able as his own, he added as follows in his Letter, 
* could not, ſays he, but adviſe with a wiſe, 
learned and pious Clergyman. He told me, 
 #* that he had known the worſt of Conſequences 
__ © ariſe from ſuch blind Zeal, and plainly ſatiſ- 
*5 fy'd me, that it was a thorow Miſtake of true 
© Piety and Religion. — He concluded with 
* ſaying, that you was young, as yet; and that 
* your Judgment was not come to its Maturity: 
* But that, as your Judgment improv'd, and on 
© the good Advice of a true Friend, you would 
<& ſee the Error of the Way you was in, and think 
& (as he does) that you may walk uprightly, and 
© ſafely, without endeavouring to out · do all the 
& good Biſhops, Clergy, and other pious good 


“ Men of the preſent and paſt Ages. 


we have no great Merit to attribute to our ſelves 


en the Score of our Circumſpection, which was in 
a-manner forc'd upon us by the united Cenſures of 
tʒyo ſo conſiderable Perſons, and that ſoon after. 

„„ | | dn 


A 


Ger ſetting out. He told me, with great Concern 
and mingled Reſignation, That it had pleaſed 
God, to deprive them of the Gentleman to whom 
this Letter was directed, and who was the 
Original of their Deſign; and ſpoke with great 
Honour of him, and Humility of themſelves ; 
wiſhing, that they were as deſerving as he, of 
fore of thoſe Titles that were, tho in Raillery, 
beſtow'd upon them; and they ſhould be well 
content, he ſaid, that their Life too ſhould' be 
counted Madneſs, and their End thought to be 
without Honour: But the Truth is, continu'd he, 
our Title to Holineſs, ſtands upon much le 

fable Foundations, as you will perceive when 
vou reflect upon the Ground of this wonderful 
Outcry, which 1 have made you acquainred 
wk, and which we are far from thinking comes 
up to our Duty, much leſs intitles us to reckon 
upon as Works of Supererogation, as our Oppo- 
dens tay at Cr Dort. 


4 4 


I xo him, that the World might perhaps have 
conceived the greater Prejudice againſt them, for 
want of knowing what he had ſo kindly acquainted 
me with; and that 1 thought they ſhould,” in 
order to remove Objections, and the Octafion of 
II- Will, condeſcend to ſet forth their Deſigns 
and Moti ves to ſome of their moſt Learned and 
- Candid Opponents, who being once ſet right, 
might influence others to think as favourably of 


them and their Conduct, as I did. 5 
e ee ee i 


againſt them, that they might ſhew what little 
Ground there was for it, they thought it proper to 
propoſe to their Friends, and Opponents, equally, 
as they had Opportunity, theſe, or the like 
=... LET Queſtions; 


iS; 
eftions ; which Ig zot him to give me in Write- 
ing, as they explain . Conduct, and the Rea- 
ſons of it, more aa waa than has been hitherto 
= mentioned. 


"EF Whether it does not concern all Men, of alt 
Conditions, to Imitate Him, as much as "oy can, 
who went about doing Good ? Ro 

IV hether all Chriſtians are not coucern'd in. that 
| 8 While we have Time, let us do Good 
unto all Men ? 

Whether we ſhall. not be the more. Happy: bere- 
after, the more Good we do now ? 

© Whether we can be happy at all hereafter, 1 

we have, according to our Power, Fed the Hungry, 
Cloathed the Naked, Viſited thoſe that are Sick, 
and in Priſon, and * all thoſe Actions ſubſer- 
vient to a r F even the ſaving of Sauls 
from Death ? 

Whether it be not our ea Duty, always: 7 
N that He did more for us, than we can 

do for Him, who __ 4s, Inaſmuch as ye have 
done it to one of the leaſt of theſe 5 — 
ye have done it unto Me? 


II. Whether, upon theſe Confderations, We may. 
not try to do Good to our Ae £ ?. In 5 
licular, 


. hether we may not ry to convince them of the 
| Neceſſity of being Chriſtians 


Whether of the Conſe quent Neteſfity. F being 
Scholars "4 


Whether of the Neceſſity of Method, and Indufirg 
in order to either Learning, or Virtus? 

Whether we may not try. to, Perſwade. then to 
Confirm, and. Increaſe their Induſtry, by. Com: 
deli, 45 often as rhey an N 

| - Whether 


„ 1 
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Whether we may not mention to them the Authors, 
whom we conceive to have writ beſt on theſe Subs 
getts © 
Whether we tnay not alf 72 them, as we are able, 
from Time to Time, to form Reſolutions upon what 
they read in theſe Authors, and to execute them 
with Steadineſs and Per ſeverance 7 | 


III. Fbether, upon the Conf. Aube Alone 
mention d, we may not try Ly do Good to them that 
are hungry, naked, or fick * In particular, 
Whether, if we know any neceſſitous Family, we 
ma) not give them a litele Food, Cloaths, or Phyſi is 
as they moſt want? 
© Whether we may not give them, if they can 
read, a Bible, Common Prayer-book, and Whole 
Duty of Man? 

N bet ber we may not, now and then, enquire how 
they haue ufd them ; explain'd what they don 4 
underſtand; and inforce what they do ? 
'* Fhether. we may not enforce upon them more- 
pectally, the Neceſſity of Private Prayer, and of 
Nece 7. of Frequonting the Cburcb, and the 
Dae 
Whether we may not chr br, what Bay We 


are able, toward baving their Children cloath* "= 


and taught to read? 

Mhbetber u may not 4 care, that they be 
taught their 3 and A Prayers "fo 
Morning and Evening? 22 


2 Laſtly: Whether, u upon the Confidevations =" 
mention d, we may not try to do Good to thoſe that 
are in Priſon In particular, : 
Whether we may not releaſe fa ach 9 a 
Perſons as remain in Priſon for ſmall ums ? 
1 20 Whuher we may. not lend mall Sums fo thoſe 5 
e 


e 4 * 
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that are of any Trade, that they may procure thema 


fpelves Tools and Materials to work with? 


M hether we may not give thoſe, who appear to 
want it moſt, a little Money, or Cloaths, or Phyſic 
Whether we may not ſupply, as many as are 
ſerious enough to read them, with à Bible, and 
The Whole Duty of Man ? | | 
Whether we may not, as we have Opportunity, 
explain and enforce them, eſpecially with regard 
to Publick and Private Prayer, and the Sacrament & 


Hes ſaid, They never met with any Perſon, 
who anſwer'd any of theſe Queſtions in the Ne- 
gative: But that they found ſeveral, who on this 
Explanation, and Expoſtulations thereupon; in- 
creaſed their little Stock of Money for the Pri- 
ſoners, by ſubſcribing ſomewhat Quarterly towards 
it. Nor did they find any one who entertain'd 
the leaſt Doubt of its being lawful to appropriate 
to this Uſe that Time and Money, which might 
otherwiſe have been expended on the more 
faſhionable Diverſions of the Place: So that, 
concluded he, the more Perſons we propoſed our 

Deſign to, the more we were confirm'd in the 
Belief of its Innocence; and the more determin'd 
we were, of conſequence, to purſue it, notwith- 
ſtanding the Ridicule and Deriſion where with we 

Vere more and more loa del. 


BIN e thus abundantly fatisfy'd in whatever 

I defir'd to know relating to this Society, after 
having made ſincere Acknowledgments for his 
PFrankneſs and Candour, I left the Gentleman 
and the City, not without aſſuring him of my 
hearty Prayers for the Succeſs of their pious De- 
ſigns, and for their Perſeverance therein, and 
Prudent Conduct amidſt fo many re and 


* 


| 
| 
i 
| 


AY. 


| Gainſayers: Not forgetting. to drop a ſmall 


Largeſs towards promoting their pious and cha- 
ritable Deſign. „ 


G1 vr me Leave, Sir, now to makc a few 


Obſervations on the Premiſes, and on the Letter 


in Fog s Fournal, which gave Occaſion to this 
Enquiry ; which has ended ſo much to my ( as, 


1 doubt nor, it will to your) Satisfaction. 


As to the firſt, I cannot but apprehend, that 
theſe young Gentlemen ſet out upon too ſtrict a 
foot, to gain a great Number of Followers, in 
fuch an Age as this: But if they do nothing but 
what they look upon to be ſtrictly their Duty, 


who ſhall venture to condemn them? By the 


lain Account I have given of their Proceedings, 


the Truth of which I cannot find diſputed by their 
warmeſt Opporients-at Oxford, we perceive them 


to be well juſtify'd by the Rules of the Goſpel ; 
And if this be the Caſe, it is no great Credit to 


the Perſons, or Compliment to the Age, that fo 


great a Number treat them on the foot of Enthu- 
fidſts and Zealots. It looks as if the ſtrict Rules of 
primitive Chriſtianity were remov'd a great way 


out of Sight, that we are not able to behold the 


Attempt to. revive them, without Wonder and 


| Offence. The Letter charges them with ob- 


ſerving Nedneſdays and Fridays every Week as 
Faſts. Perhaps this may be more than is requi- 


ite; but if they do not think ſo, where is the 
Offence, where the Crime, where the Cauſe 5 
all this Clamour? Have they not a Title to ac 


1 8 


with the ſame Freedom in their own Caſe, where 
none but themſelves can ſuffer, as any one has tt 
differ from them, and to be of a contrary Opi- 
nion But what is ſtill more in their . | 


we find by what I have related, that they are n 


govern 


—- TM] 
overn'd by Caprice or Whimſy ; by their o 
RO and Fancies only : They have fabmite 
their Conduct, and 0 A the Advice of Men of 
noted Piety, good Senſe, riper Years, and Expe- 
rience, and . had their Approbation and Pray- 
ers too in every material Step they have taken ; 
E is perhaps a Point, that if their Adverſaries 
had known, they would have been à little mote 
{paring of their Reproaches and Raillery, at lea 
of that Part which lays to their Charge Opinio- 
natry and Singularity. 'The Knowledge of this 
might, have made them ſilent, ad, reflett. | 


As fr the Letter which gave Birth to 
Enquiry that has occaſion'd e Lines, I will 
beſtow a few Remarks upon it; tho I am per- 
| Liaded, that, for the Writer's Sake, it were much 
better it were intirely forgotten; Tyr, I am ſorry 
to ſay, that it diſcoyers a Want of good.Senſ 
good Manners, and Chr iſtian Charity, and 81752 

as much Zeal in a bad auſe, as Bo ours 
Exprels | 2 . . : 


50 : By this he aitzo per his Ignorance; * am 
et WO Lþ or thy has. not. W Hor do vou 9 pats 


* 
is 


[that ; 3, Tide e oy, 57 govern, themſelves b = 


„ 
ſuch Methods as they find preſcribed to them in 
common with 4 Chriſtians, and not which they 
themſelves preſcribe and impoſe on one another, 
as ſeveral new Sects have done with great Singu- 
larity and Affectation. Indeed, thus far perhaps 
they may be compared to the Eſenes among the 
Jews; i. e. in the Simplicity of their Diet and 
Regularity of their Life; by which, as Foſephus 
witneſſes, (cap. viii. De Bell. 74d.) it was uſual for 
many of that Sect to attain to an hundred Years 
of Age. Andl if it ſhall pleaſe God to give theſe 
Gentlemen the Grace to perſevere, and the Bleſ- 
Ane of ſo long a Life, they may be a Means of 
reforming a, vicious World; and may rejoice in 
the Good they have done, perhaps Half a Century 
after moſt of their Social Opponents, the gay 
Scoffers of the preſent Generation, are laid low, 
and forgotten, as if they had neyer been, But you 
will agree with me, Sir, that the Letter-writer 
intended em not this faireſt Side of the Com- 
pariſon; but was willing to ſhew his Reading, 
tho at the Expence of his Judgment arid his 
. © They avoid, ſays he, as much as is poſſible, 
L every Object that may affect them with any 
I pleaſant and grateful Senſation. I am ſorry 
"this ungenerous Writer is unable to judge of the 
eln and grateful Se/ations (if one may uſe 


F 4 


$5 low a Word for i high 4 Porpale) that 
ariſe from the Canſtience; of having relieved the 
*Miſerable .: What can infpire a nobler and 
more exalted Pleaſure, than to ſee, by what is 
"ſpared from our Luxury and Superfluitjes, the 


"Hungry fed, the Sick relieved, the Naked cloathed, | 
the oppreſſed Mind cheard and made glad, the 
Priſoner enlarged, and the Mouths of even the 
Profi gate taught to overflow with Praiſes, and 
7 1 op to 


Ta ] 
to ſing Thankſgivings to that gracious Providence 
. which has put it into the Hearts of theſe generous 
Youths to comfort and relieve them, both with 


regard to Temporals and Spirituals? Who can 
hear the liſping Children of the Poor taught to 


acknowledge the God that made them, and to 
in ſtruct, by the Repetition, even their abject and 
untaught Parents in the principal Duties of the 


Chriſtian Religion, without being affected with 
Joy and Tranſport, far exceeding that which 


reſults from the ſhort-liv'd Pleaſures which this 


grovelling Writer ſeems to eſteem ſo grateful and 
pleaſing? — I will venture to affirm, and I 
am ſorry the Letter-writer is unable to judge 


of it, that there is more true and ſolid Satisfaction 
ariſing to a generous Mind, from the doing a 
kind and beneficent Action to his Fellow-creatures 
that want his Aſſiſtance, and languiſh in the 


Abſence of the common Comforts of Life, than 
from all that can be found from the moſt affeck :! 
ing Pleaſures of Senſe. He knows nothing of 


the Seraphick Pleaſure of having cheared the 
drooping Spirit, and comforted the deſponding 
Heart; a Pleaſure, which makes the Eye of the 
generous Man to gliſten with Joy, and his en- 
larged Heart to bound in his Boſom, and over- 
flow in Praiſes to the Divine Power, which has 
enabled him to do the Good he rejoices in. 
How falſely, how perverſely are ſuch Perſons 
as theſe call'd Sons of Sorrow, and Men who doom 


' themſelves to an abſurd and perpetual Melan- 


_choly ! Or rather, how much are theſe Scoffers 
do be pitied, who cannot riſe to a Capacity of 


hourly fill the Minds of thoſe they fo raſfily 
condemn ! and which are inſeparable from the 

Conſciouſneſs of having done ſome Part of 
the Duty required of them by the Author of their 
| VJ Being, 


/ 


| 
| 
| 
| 


' comprehending the ecſtatick Pleaſures which | 


% 
— — NNN 
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Being, in AQs f Reneficengs to their Fellow 
Creatures 


2 E 8 3 facial Entertainments 
* and. verſions are diſapproy'd of. How 
can that be, when they themſelves are a Society; ; 
and the Diverſions and Entertainments which 
they chuſe, are of the nobleſt Nature, and muſt 
be, heighten'd by Communication ?. But may we 
venture. to judge what the Letter- writer means 
by Social Entertaiuments and Diverſions ? 
Are. the not thoſe of the Social Bottle, and what 
ows fo rom the Company and Converſation . of 
Perſons of ſuch a;ludicrous Turn of Mind as his 
own? But let him remember, that every one is 
10 entertained or diverted alike. One Man may 
mk BR] meanly of that, which is che higheſt 
zratification_ to another, as this Writer finds in 
th e preſent, Caſe, - I will anſwer for it, that theſe 
Gentlemen think they enjoy all Social Hntertain- 
5 wy and Diverons in as. high, a Degree at the 
zas the Letter-writer, tho perhaps they 
ole not care to. take em at his Choice, and tis 
18 not in his Company. —— "They N 
a doubtleſs, a great Pleaſure, to ſave 
b from ſuch rial Entertainments and Di- 
poor as he ſpeaks of, to beſtow on the much 
more noble arpoſes, "which. the Letter - writer 
diſapproves, ridicules, and does his utmoſt En- 
dea vour to diſparage, and render ineffectual; and 
this, without. Proyocation, for his Entertainmeys 
and Diverſion .only. A. noble. Diverſion, broly 8 ! 
to "eb with the Reputation of others, and 
ridicule the goed Intentions, of Perſons it wor id 
.much better e * to e a 
A SH eee ny” 
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EE 
3 An D in endeavouring to avoid Luxury, 
« purſues he, they not only exclude what is con- 


ce yenient; * that is, what the Letter- writer 


thinks convenient ; but what theſe Gentlemen per- 


haps think ſuperfluous : And who is the propereſt 
| Judge in this Caſe ; he for them, or they for them- 
ſelves — But if they are not ſuperfluous in 
the Eſteem of either, ſuppoſe they think they are 
what they can, and therefore ought to do without 
for the ſake of ſupplying with Neceſſaries thoſe 
| who are in actual Want ? ought they, for this, 
to be made the Subject of licentious Raillery? — 


They not only exclude what is convenient, but 


© what is abſolutely neceſſary for the Support of 
Life. Abſurd Railer ! how then do the 
live, if they deny themſelves what is abſolutely 


meceſſary for the Support of Life? — But 


*twill be ſaid, this Expreffion is to be taken with 
Allowance : But ſhall he be intitled to Allowance, 
who makes none, where all manner of Alowances 
are due © And where the beſt Intention muſt, at 
leaſt, be granted, and his acknowledged the worſt, 
that of ridiculing Acts of Piety and Charity? —— 
He goes on; — © Fancying (as is thought)” 
ſhameful Parenthefis ! which ſhews the bate and 


I mere conjectural Foundation of all his Charge ! 


bo that Religion was deſign'd to contradiet Na- 
ture. They can think or fancy no ſuch thing; 
but they think and are aſſured, that Religion, 
the Chriſtian Religion, induces. to much highe 


is capable of exa/ting Nature. He adds; The 
©* neglect and voluntarily afit their Bodies, ani 
_** practiſe ſeveral rigorous and ſuperſtitions 
 * Cuſtoms, which God never required of them. 


x 


All Wedneſdays and Fridays are ſtrictly to be 


a kept as Faſts, and Blood let once a Fortnight to 
Keep down the Carnal Man, ſays This a / 
= OY don 


"_ 


E 
don d Droll. —— But let us proceed with his 
barbarous and ill-tim'd Levity ; and let the Re- 
petition of it make the Scoffer bluſh, if he be 
capable of it: And at Dinner, they ſigh for 
_ * the Time they are obliged to ſpend in Eatiag : 
& Every Morning to riſe at Four o Clock, is 
«& ſuppos'd a Duty; and to employ two Hours 
% a Day in ſinging of Pſalms and Hymns, 
(( dreadful Charges theſe, were they true!) is 
© judg'd as an indiſpenſible Duty requiſite to the 
4 Being of a Chriſtian. In ſhort, they practiſe 
© every thing contrary to the Judgment of other 
& Perſons, and allow none to have any, but 
e thoſe of their own Sed, which ( /ays this 
Round Aſſertor) is fartheſt from it.? 
Half this Cenſure, tho from a profeſs'd Enemy, is 
real Praiſe ; and the reſt is ſo contrary to Truth 
ſuch ſhameful and ludicrous Banter, and is ſo ſ. af 
ficiently contradicted by what I have related, that 
the farther Notice of it is entirely unneceſſary. 


Tux Pattern which he ſays they propoſe to 
'take from 1 and the whole Paragraph there- 
upon, is too fooliſh and abſurd to merit Obſerva- 
tion ; but only as it ſerves. to ſhew what manner 
of Spirit this Writer is of, and that he has not, if one 
may judge by that and another virulent Hint he 
gives, a Capacity ſufficient to qualify him ſo much 
as for a tolerable Buffoon. This abominable Hint 
is a Mark oſ the moſt deteſtable Spirit of Calumny 
and Detraction that was ever ſeen; and I would 
refer it to the Conſcience of the Writer, ſince he 
can thus ſtab in the Dark, and dares not fix his 
Name to the horrid Scandal, how he would be 
content to bear this Sort of Uſage himſelf. By 
ſuch a Spirit as this Man's were the firſt Oppoſers of 
Chriſtianity acted. Their Enemies reported, that 
the Primitive Chriſtians were guilty of Inceſts, 
re 


EW ] 
and the moſt; abominable Pollutious, in their 
Aſſemblies: That they kill'd and ate young 
Infants, Oc. And let both. Parts of the Parallel 
have due Force; this Detractor's, to that of the 
malignunt Heathen; theirs, to the innocent and 
ftigmatiged firſt, Chriſtians; to which both bear fo, 
nkarra: Reſemblanee ::: d wt 


B x hear another Inſtance of the Abſurdity 
* he, are apt to aſcribe their gloomy and diſ- 
* Cconſolate Way of Life, to want of Money; 
* thus. being deny d the Enjoyment of thoſe 
„ Pleaſures they. chiefly deſire, they are weigh d 
& down by an habirual Sorrow. Was ever 
any thing more abſurd 2 — Their gloomy Way 
of Life, is owing to want of Money, and: there- 
fore they throw.it away, (as this Author would; 
be thought to reckon it, in good Books, Bibies, 
_ - Catechiſms, Mhole Duty of Man, &c.) and give it 
to the Poor, to the Priſoners, to the Sick, Ec. 
The Matter of Fact is, Fir, They do not think 
their Way of Life either diſconſolate or gloomy ;- 
but as Religion itſelf, as is before obſerv'd, is 
the moſt chearful thing in the World, both as to 
Cauſe and Effects, ſo they enjoy ſo happy a 
Serenity of Mind, that even the undeſerved 
Calumnies of ſuch an Adverſary, and the unpro- 


voked Il - treatment of their more ſignificant Op- 


poſers, cannot diſturb. it; tho', as far as I can 
find, they would be glad to be otherwiſe thought 
of. Serondiy, They have a conſtant Enjoyment; 
of thoſe Pleaſures they chiefly defire, and are- 
under no other Concern, than that they have not 
eee as large as their Inelinations, to do 
till more Good to thoſe that want it. And, 
Thirdly, They are ſo far from being weigh'd down 
vich an babitual Sorrow, that he himſelf accuſes 


ISA”. E RES... 
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werk, in another Place, of beſtowing two Hours 
every of in finging Pſalms and Hymns to the 
Almighty; which, ho doubr, if they do, is from 
4 ate "Senſe of the Bleſſings He heaps: upon 
them, and for influencing them by his Divine: 
Grate, to do all the Goodwhich is in their 
Power. Aud this, according to this Writer; is 
to be weigh d _— by al F Sorrow. 
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x He thinks ; ; wh even ch DrraRor winks, 
it would be too preſumptugus to tax their Cha- 
racter with Hyporriſy: Tho' he abſurdly makes 
this Conceffion introduce the vile Inſinuation I 
Have hintes at; and which is 2 too ock bg 
to be repeated. 
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— to che Cobb ni into! addi he refolts 
the Matter at aſt; to wit, of -Entbufraſtic Madneſs; 
of ſuperſtitions Seruputouſneſs; of Folly, &c. that 
has been taken notice of already in che Courſe of 
the N and 1 ſhall ay nothing to it Here. 
They muſt be content to tarry for a better Cha- 
rave from ſuch Perſons as this Writer, —.— 
and their own continn'd .! gebd Conduct; and 
Perſeverance in the fame. laudable Duties; have 
worn off the Imputation, and gen the Worid 
dener and Juſter Opinion'of them... 5 0 Winde? 

$ 12 46 Not 10 2glnmuls.) 

B r after al, Sir, between Friends, I cannot 
help ſaying, that 1 with theſe e wry In 
have not, at their firſt ſetting out, fallen upon 
too great à Refinement in ſome ſmall Points, 
which their Friends might have wiſh'dp:ithar 
proper Regard to the Cenſure of the | 

(which is ſo neceſſary to augmem their Number? — 
ad to prevent Ridicule) had made them av 
Tam entirely ſatisfyd with: their Scheme in 
15 general, andthink'it nnn 
ee : ge 


Fd 
[i] 


Age; but if the diſpenſing with ſuch Points, if 
there are any ſuch, as they in Canſcience 
think might be diſpe nſed with, would have taken 
away the Occafion "of any Part of that O bloqny, 
which a misjudging World is ſo ready * 
upon all good Deſigns, I wiſh they had done it; 
that they might have had leſs Difficulties to 
encounter, and more Hopes of Succeſs in pro- 
pagating ſo worthy a Scheme: And I conceive 
the Apoſtle's Example about Meats, would have 
very well borne them out, who became 410 7. bings 
to all Men, that be might ain ſome, and accom+y 
modated himſelf in all lawful Matters both to the 
Feu and Chriſtians. But if the Imperfection of 
human Nature be ſuch, that we muſt do oo 
little, or too much; that to abate of the Fervour 
of that Zeal which excifes to Actions thus laud- 
able, would be to damp their ardent Flame, 171 
make them relax too much, let em proceed, an 
keep high- tun d and unabated that divine Energy 
of Mind which ſhall, in God's good Time, tranſ- 
port them to a bleſſed W where Lok is 
Harmony, Peace, and Concord. 8 


Bor to return n Moment to this Writer | * 
We find his Charge, in the main, of the fame 
Nature with that of the angry Gentleman above- 
mention'd' to his Son, who makes their Virtues 
their Faults; viz. © That the young Gentleman 
. frequently went into poor Peoples Houſes, call d 
bo © their Children togethe inſtructed them 
© their Duty to God, taught them their Pra erg 
＋ and Catechiſm, and gave them Money, 95 
This indeed, to our modern Chriſtians, who 2 195 | 
all Relig lon, as. well as Prayer, in a 77 ao 
reer cannot but ſeem © extremely odd. 48 5 
ſtrange. But to thoſe, who but nod 5 


ws or * ever dip'd into Cave's inn . 
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Cbriſtianity, it will, at firſt Sight, appear plain, to 


a Demonſtration, that the Method practiſed by 


thoſe, young Gentlemen, is but a Revival of 


that good old Way which was practiſed by the 
beſt, People of the. firſt Ages; or rather, that it 
is the very ſame Path, which their great Maſter 
he pointed out, to bring them thither; narrow 
indeed, and ſtreight, but moſt aſſuredly tending 


7 * 


ene 


and Appearance of it. Can they be Friends to 
Thing itſelf, who raiſe greater Clamours 


and bars faced Inſults of Bjaſphemy and Pro- 


Nan 
i = "8 


be atherwile, in the firſt ſetting out? Perfection 


n not at Oxford ® Surely the 


etter- writer could not have contrived a more 
effectual Way of Expoſi A that Learned Body, 
than by referring the Caſe of theſe young 
. to Mr. Fog's Correction, and to 
eave the World to fufpect chere is not Skill 
e ene | neren. 
Bete, end profeſſed. Guides. of Youths; to. 
Libs 12553} io gyity | ane in © F 122 
eh any miſtaken, Methods Gif any ) in_theip 
FRG, gr Devotions, sn 
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in any of thoſe. grave 
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876, HAVE pd, that a e Head of 
ane of their Colleges was wont to deliver it 
as his Opinion, That no Lad ever made a 
bright and ingenious Man, who. had not run into 
ſome extravagant and vicious Exceſſes in Touth. 
Why may not the ſame Rule hold in 
Spirituals? Zeal, in itſelf, is doubtleſs a laudable 
Diſpoſition of Mind, eſpecially if it be in a good 
Thing. If in Religion, (than which, nothing 
can be more excellent) it e to that 
enerous Ardour and lively Pregnancy in Youth, 
which puts them on enterprizing great and mag- 
nanimous Actions. For want of Experience, 
indeed, it may run into ſome Extravagance and 
erroneous: Exceſſes, and too often miſcarries 
either in thoſe Depths it unwarily adventures to 
ruſh into, or on thoſe GY and Rooks" it wants 
oil to n and avoid. | 


Tx; Is 40658 how ngeſhuy it is that Zeal 
ſhould ever be attended with Knowledge: 80 
Religion ſpeaks of herſelf ; — I Wiſdom dwell 
with Prudence, Prov. viii. 12. This Sentiment 
alſo carries in it a double Advice: Not only to 
Nowices and Beginners in a Religious Courſe, 
that they ought to put themſelves under the 
Conduct and Direction of ſome Knowing Guide, 
but likewiſe to thoſe who pretend to be Guides, 
that they ſhould apply their better Skill, not to 
extinguiſh: the Zeal itſelf; but only correct its 
Miſtake; —— to male ſtraigbt Paths for their 
Feet, left. that hich, is. tame and imperfect - 2 
turned out of the W a, but 70 ts rathet as bealed. 
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N x. az 1. Reds related, will ew: "that cheſs 
. Pauls g Gentlemen have proceeded wih great 
rydenge.. Habfnu, in es the above 
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to me, in Virtue: of the Enquiry 1 have 


uch :make an A 
given, which I ſolemnly declare, upon the ſtricteſt 
Examination, I believe to de tke Truth, 3 — | 
chem hate or -oppoſe them if they ean. | 


2 1 


San. as far as it concerns themſelves. 1 wiſh 


ſay the ame of their 'Opponents, or of 
thoſe rather whoſe more immediate Part it is 
to pilot them aright, and that they would not 
countenance the Inſults caſt upon ſo hopeful a 
Soheme, and thereby break the —_ Reed, 


and. quench tbe  ſmoaking, Har. 


| 5 Ts not to be queſtian'd; but moſt of the 
| Clamours rais'd againſt this Society, are owing to 


Miſapprehenſion and Miſrepreſentation. The 
Duties they practiſe, and the Good they do, and 
are inclin'd to do, myſt proceed from Motives 


that cannot deſerve theſe Qamours, or to be diſ- 
tountenanc d or ridiculd. Bad as the Age is, there 


are mot wanting, bleſſed be God, even among the 


Many, enow to admire and applaud, if not ſo 


firicly as they ought, to practiſe, what is lauds 


able in itſelf, when it appears tobe ſo tothem. Were 
the Rules, by which theſe young Gentlemen are 


acted; known: as well to the World, as they. are 


other Thoughts would be conceived of them b 


all ſerious Men, and by ſuch as have not a ſtrong 
| 2 of e and Inſidelity, and * are not 


ſay, upon rineiple; Let 


bad, if one may 
act of the Narratiaon I have 


will find the Matter thus come ont, (o 2 00 55 


bBrieſy what bas been alroady aid ), That 

| Society think > themſelves oblig'd * in all Parti- 
5 N \to\ nee up to the Law of che Goſpel. 
That the Rule they have ſet themſelves, is not 
that of their on Inventions, but the Holy Sevip- 
tres, and the Orders and Infunctiuns of the Chir, 
and chat vot as ey pervertey vonne a id mif- 


interpret 


= = [ 3FÞ- 
interpret them; but as they find them in the hoh 
Canon. That, purfuant to theſe, they have 8 
ſolv'd to obſerve with Strictneſs, not only. all 
the Duties of the Chriſtian Religion according 
tey their Baptiſmal Engagements,” but the Fats 
the Prayers, and Sacraments of the Church 246 
receive the bleſſed: Communiorl as often as there 
is Opfortunity; and to do all the Good they can; 
in viſiting the Sick, the Por, the Priſoners, Rte. 
knowing theſe to be the great Articles on which 
they are to be try'd at the Laſt Day; and in all 
Things to \ keep be mſelves unſpotted from the 
Horld. It would be found, that, if they riſe 
earlier than ordinary, if they are iparing in Eat- 
ing or Drinking, or any expenſive Diverſions, 
*tis to fave Time and Money for improving thoſe 
_ glorious Ends; and not (as is unfairly inſi- 
nuated ) that they make /iith Things to be 
Eſſentials in Religion, much lels out of a gloomy 
and Phariſaical Spirit, to ſhun the Company, or 
upbraid the Practice of others. —— Theſe are 
the Rules, this the Metbod they have choſen to 


LET all tha, ſerinns. Hart of Mankind, who 
alone are appeal'd to in this: Caſe, be Judges 
between them and this lewd Detractor, who has 
ſo ludicrouſſy, and, in ſome. Caſes, ſo wilfully 
mitrepreſenfec em. To . by. Rule, eſpe- 
cially a good Rule, was ever eſtemm d a ſure Sigr 
of Wiſdom :* T tive by none, mach more to — | 
againſt all Rule and Method, muſt be a flagrant 
Mark of Filly : And therefore no Man, as it 
ſeems to me, has a better Title to the Preſcription 
of Dr. Wilis's Wonderful Cap, than the Letter- 
writer and his Abettors. And I will venture to 
add, That if theſe young Gentlemen * 
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dhe Bud in this: good Method, inſtead of it | 
of Shame and Wr they, ſhall Yeceive: I 
Ht aps eh HITS - G11 o i Blot 
Se 2119.91 BH 145 244 15 21001 als 
4 Konz, Sir, yon v ill excuſe my Prolikity 
You Ay, you love to receive obs: 1, Letters from 
e and 1 think Fhavernow.try'd Four Patience 


ſufficiently, and that nene with: which you 
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